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SUBJECT: CLIFFORD MEETING WITH MICH AF.T .IDES 

1 . CYPRUS HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PRESIDENT MICHAELIDES 
MET WITH PRESIDENT'S SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN CLARK CLIFFORD MARCH 17. ALSO PRESENT WERE 
CYPRIOT AMBASSADOR DIMITRIOU AND EUR/SE DIRECTOR EWING. 

2. MICHAELIDES SAID THAT KYPRIANOU AND OTHER GOC LEADERS 
WERE CONCERNED THAT CYPRUS SITUATION HAD NOT IMPROVED. 

THEY REMAINED FRANKLY SKEPTICAL OF TURKISH INTENTIONS AND 
THOUGHT A SOLUTION WAS POSSIBLE IF THERE WAS SUBSTANTIAL 
CHANGE IN TURKISH ATTITUDE CONCERNING CYPRUS. MICH AF.T, IDES 
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ASKED FOR CLIFFORD'S EVALUATION OF PRESENT SITUATION AND 
PROSPECTS. 

3. CLIFFORD REVIEWED DEVELOPMENTS OVER PAST YEAR AND SUM- 
MARIZED HIS CURRENT ATTITUDE AS FOLLOWS: (A) HE HAS THE 
STRONGEST FEELING AND GREATEST CONCERN ABOUT THE CYPRUS 
PROBLEM AND THE IMPORTANCE OF ACHIEVING A SETTLEMENT; 
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(B) HE PERSONALLY FAVORS IMPLEMENTATION OF DCA'S WITH BOTH 
GREECE AND TURKEY; AND (C) SETTLEMENT OF GREEK/TURKISH 
DIFFERENCES WAS ESSENTIAL FOR THE ALLIANCE AND FOR STABILITY 
IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. CLIFFORD SAID THAT THE 

PRESIDENT WAS IN THE PROCESS OF MAKING DECISIONS CONCERN- 
ING THE AREA AND WOULD TAKE ALL FACTORS INTO CONSIDERATION. 
HIS PERSONAL RECOMMENDATION TO THE PRESIDENT WOULD BE TO 
GO AHEAD AND ASK CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL OF THE TURKISH 
DCA. WHILE CONGRESSIONAL ACTION WAS PROCEEDING, TURKEY 
COULD TAKE STEPS WITH REFERENCE TO CYPRUS WHICH WOULD LEAD 
TO REAL PROGRESS. 

4. MICH AF.T IDF.S SAID HE HAD NO QUARREL WITH CLIFFORD ON 
THE DESIRABILITY OF A STRONGER NATO. BUT FELT THAT CYPRUS 
WAS THE CRUX OF THE PROBLEM IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN. 

HE ALSO ARGUED THAT THE US SHOULD NOT EXPECT TO GIVE CON- 
CESSIONS TO TURKEY FIRST AND THEN SOMEHOW EXPECT PERFOR- 
MANCE LATER. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION, CLIFFORD SAID THAT HE CON 
TINUED TO FOLLOW EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN DEVELOPMENTS AND 
AT AN APPROPRIATE TIME EXPECTED TO RETURN TO THE AREA. 

IN CLOSING, HE STRESSED THAT THERE WAS NO DIMUNITION OF 
HIS INTEREST OR THAT OF THE USG IN FINDING A SOLUTION FOR 
CYPRUS WHICH WOULD BE FAIR, LASTING AND SATISFACTORY. VANCE 
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